
   
 
 
 
 

 
http://fipcaec.com/ojs/index.php/es 

FIPCAEC (Edición 40) Vol. 8, No 4 

Octubre-Diciembre 2023, pp. 300-318 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.23857/fipcaec.v8i4    

 

 The use of Role-play to improve speaking skills in children of 7th grade from 

a public school of Loja city 

 

El uso del Role-play para mejorar la habilidad oral en niños de 7mo grado de 

una escuela pública de la ciudad de Loja 

 

O uso do Role-play para melhorar as habilidades de fala em crianças do 7º ano 

de uma escola pública da cidade de Loja 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Correspondencia: victoriajimenez2010@hotmail.com 

 

  

*  Recepción: 15/10/2023    * Aceptación: 10/11/2023   *Publicación: 19/12/2023 
 

 

1. Ministerio de Educación, Ecuador. 

2. Universidad Católica Santiago de Guayaquil, Ecuador. 

Luz Victoria Jiménez Acaro I 

victoriajimenez2010@hotmail.com 

https://orcid.org/0009-0008-9481-3251   

 

Catherine Consuelo Cabanilla León II 

ccabanilla@upse.edu.ec 

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4185-7882   



  
 
 
 
 
  

 

301 
FIPCAEC (Edición. 40) Vol. 8, No 4, Octubre Diciembre 2023, pp. 300-318, ISSN: 2588-090X 

The use of Role-play to improve speaking skills in children of 7th grade from a public 

school of Loja city 

Resumen  

En el mundo globalizado de hoy, el inglés se ha convertido en el idioma universal para una 

comunicación intercultural eficaz. Este estudio realizó una revisión exhaustiva de la literatura para 

explorar el uso de actividades de juego de roles para mejorar las habilidades orales de los 

estudiantes de séptimo grado en una escuela pública ubicada en la ciudad de Loja. La revisión 

analizó sistemáticamente investigaciones, artículos académicos y trabajos académicos existentes 

para sintetizar ideas valiosas sobre el tema. Ecuador reconoce el papel fundamental del inglés como 

lengua extranjera (EFL) en respuesta a las demandas de la globalización. Sin embargo, la enseñanza 

de inglés como lengua extranjera presenta desafíos derivados de las diferencias fundamentales 

entre el español y el inglés, lo que requiere profesores bilingües que comprendan los matices de 

ambos idiomas. La sensibilidad cultural juega un papel vital en la educación de inglés como lengua 

extranjera y se considera esencial una instrucción diferenciada diseñada para adaptarse a diversos 

estilos de aprendizaje. Además, la integración de canciones como herramientas educativas tiene el 

potencial de mejorar la adquisición del lenguaje, siempre que se seleccionen e integren con 

cuidado. Los ejercicios de juego de roles han demostrado ser eficaces para mejorar las habilidades 

de comunicación oral y motivar a los estudiantes, pero pueden plantear desafíos para los estudiantes 

introvertidos y requerir estrategias para garantizar una participación equitativa. Además, la 

incorporación de tecnología y multimedia a las actividades de juego de roles ofrece oportunidades 

para amplificar la participación e impartir habilidades prácticas para la vida. En resumen, el extenso 

análisis de la literatura subraya la eficacia de los ejercicios de juego de roles para reforzar las 

habilidades de comunicación oral de los estudiantes de séptimo grado en las escuelas públicas, 

ofreciendo un enfoque dinámico e interactivo que fomenta el dominio del idioma, la motivación y 

la adquisición de valiosas habilidades para la vida. 

Palabras Claves: actividades de juego de roles; estudiantes de séptimo grado; mejora de las 

habilidades orales; educación de inglés como lengua extranjera (EFL). 

 

Abstract 

In today's globalized world, English has become the universal language for effective intercultural 

communication. This study conducted a comprehensive literature review to explore the use of role-
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playing activities to improve the oral skills of seventh grade students in a public school located in 

the city of Loja. The review systematically analyzed existing research, academic articles, and 

scholarly works to synthesize valuable ideas on the topic. Ecuador recognizes the fundamental role 

of English as a foreign language (EFL) in response to the demands of globalization. However, 

teaching English as a foreign language presents challenges arising from the fundamental 

differences between Spanish and English, requiring bilingual teachers who understand the nuances 

of both languages. Cultural sensitivity plays a vital role in EFL education, and differentiated 

instruction designed to accommodate diverse learning styles is considered essential. Furthermore, 

integrating songs as educational tools has the potential to improve language acquisition, as long as 

they are carefully selected and integrated. Role-playing exercises have been shown to be effective 

in improving oral communication skills and motivating students, but they can pose challenges for 

introverted students and require strategies to ensure equal participation. Additionally, incorporating 

technology and multimedia into role-play activities offers opportunities to amplify participation 

and impart practical life skills. In summary, the extensive literature review highlights the 

effectiveness of role-playing exercises in reinforcing the oral communication skills of seventh 

grade students in public schools, offering a dynamic and interactive approach that fosters language 

proficiency, motivation and the acquisition of valuable life skills. 

Key Words: role-playing activities; seventh graders; improvement of oral skills; English as a 

foreign language (EFL) education. 

 

Resumo 

No mundo globalizado de hoje, o inglês tornou-se a língua universal para uma comunicação 

intercultural eficaz. Este estudo realizou uma revisão abrangente da literatura para explorar o uso 

de atividades de role-playing para melhorar as habilidades orais de alunos da sétima série em uma 

escola pública localizada na cidade de Loja. A revisão analisou sistematicamente pesquisas 

existentes, artigos acadêmicos e trabalhos acadêmicos para sintetizar ideias valiosas sobre o tema. 

O Equador reconhece o papel fundamental do inglês como língua estrangeira (EFL) em resposta 

às demandas da globalização. No entanto, o ensino de inglês como língua estrangeira apresenta 

desafios decorrentes das diferenças fundamentais entre o espanhol e o inglês, exigindo professores 

bilíngues que compreendam as nuances de ambas as línguas. A sensibilidade cultural desempenha 
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um papel vital na educação EFL, e o ensino diferenciado concebido para acomodar diversos estilos 

de aprendizagem é considerado essencial. Além disso, a integração de canções como ferramentas 

educativas tem o potencial de melhorar a aquisição da linguagem, desde que sejam cuidadosamente 

selecionadas e integradas. Os exercícios de dramatização demonstraram ser eficazes na melhoria 

das habilidades de comunicação oral e na motivação dos alunos, mas podem representar desafios 

para os alunos introvertidos e exigir estratégias para garantir a participação igualitária. Além disso, 

a incorporação de tecnologia e multimídia em atividades de dramatização oferece oportunidades 

para ampliar a participação e transmitir habilidades práticas para a vida. Em resumo, a extensa 

revisão da literatura destaca a eficácia dos exercícios de role-playing no reforço das competências 

de comunicação oral dos alunos do sétimo ano nas escolas públicas, oferecendo uma abordagem 

dinâmica e interactiva que promove a proficiência linguística, a motivação e a aquisição de 

competências valiosas para a vida. 

Palavras-chave: atividades de role-playing; alunos da sétima série; melhoria das habilidades orais; 

Ensino de inglês como língua estrangeira (EFL). 

 

Introduction 

In today's interconnected global landscape, English has established itself as the universal medium 

for cross-cultural communication, playing a pivotal role in effective interactions across diverse 

backgrounds and contexts. Its significance goes beyond mere communication, as it has become 

essential for successful collaboration and engagement in fields like technology, science, and 

innovation. A grasp of the English language facilitates the comprehension of the latest 

developments in various domains, while also fostering an appreciation for different cultures and 

perspectives. Moreover, proficiency in English empowers individuals to express themselves 

confidently on a global stage, enhancing both personal and professional aspects of their lives. 

Role-play, as defined by Tompkins (2001), emerges as a dynamic classroom technique that 

encourages active participation in English language learning. This approach involves practicing 

the target language in simulated real-life situations, providing students with a context that removes 

stress and shyness from the learning process. Given the contemporary emphasis on innovative 

teaching methodologies, educators have turned to strategies that enhance speaking skills, 
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particularly in younger learners. The incorporation of role-play activities stands out as a promising 

technique, offering a unique opportunity for students to develop their speaking abilities. Public 

schools, recognizing the importance of verbal communication, strive to provide avenues for 

students to express themselves fluently in English. Hence, this study centers on the use of role-play 

as a proposal to enhance the speaking skills of seventh-grade students in a public school located in 

Loja city. 

The research's primary objective encompasses two key dimensions: firstly, to assess how role-play 

activities influence the enhancement of oral communication skills in young learners; and secondly, 

to explore students' attitudes towards this pedagogical approach. Through an exploration of the 

impact of role-play on students' speaking proficiencies, this study contributes to the ongoing 

discourse surrounding effective language teaching methodologies. 

The inadequacy of oral communication within Loja city's public-school classrooms has impeded 

the progress of English language acquisition, particularly among young learners. This challenge 

stems from various factors, including large class sizes that limit individualized attention and 

opportunities for verbal practice. Moreover, some students struggle with vocabulary limitations, 

hindering their ability to comprehend and express themselves orally. Additionally, the constrained 

duration of classes further hampers the development of effective oral communication skills. 

To address these challenges, the integration of role-play activities emerges as a viable solution. 

Role-play not only encourages active student engagement but also improves vocabulary and 

speaking abilities by simulating real-life contexts. This approach holds the potential to boost 

students' confidence and alleviate anxieties associated with public speaking. Ultimately, the 

introduction of role-play activities offers a promising avenue for enhancing English language 

learning outcomes among public school students in Loja city. 

The overarching goal of this research is two-fold: firstly, to elevate the speaking skills of seventh-

grade students attending public schools in Loja city through the proposal of role-play activities; 

and secondly, to gauge students' perceptions of this approach. The study encompasses specific 

objectives that include understanding how role-play activities adapt to the needs of seventh-grade 

students, as well as evaluating the impact of these activities on students' speaking skills through a 

revision of the current literature. 
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It is hypothesized that the integration of role-play activities into the curriculum of public schools 

in Loja city significantly enhances students' speaking skills. This improvement can be attributed to 

the increased opportunities for practice, constructive feedback, and engagement in scenarios 

mirroring real-life situations that role-play activities provide. 

So, the evolving dynamics of this interconnected world underscore the paramount importance of 

English proficiency as a catalyst for effective global communication and engagement. This 

linguistic competence not only facilitates interaction but also serves as a gateway to technological 

advancements, cross-cultural appreciation, and personal empowerment. As the significance of 

innovative pedagogical approaches gains prominence, role-play emerges as a potent tool for 

nurturing young learners' speaking abilities. Through this investigation, the study delves into the 

realm of role-play activities as a means to enhance the oral communication skills of seventh-grade 

students in a public school within Loja city. By exploring the impact of role-play on students' 

speaking proficiencies and their attitudes towards this technique, this study contributes to the 

ongoing discourse on effective language instruction, ultimately seeking to equip students with the 

vital skills to communicate confidently and effectively in an interconnected world. 

METHODOLOGY 

In this study, a comprehensive bibliographic review methodology was adopted to examine the 

existing literature that explored the utilization of role-play activities for the enhancement of 

speaking skills among seventh-grade students in a public school situated in Loja city. The 

bibliographic review involved a systematic analysis of previously published research, academic 

papers, and scholarly works to synthesize findings, gain insights, and develop a comprehensive 

understanding of the chosen subject. 

The selection of sources for this bibliographic review adhered to well-defined inclusion criteria. 

Firstly, sources were required to be peer-reviewed articles, academic papers, and scholarly 

publications directly related to the utilization of role-play as a mechanism for improving speaking 

skills in educational settings. Secondly, the selected materials needed to focus on interventions 

conducted with seventh-grade students in public schools. Thirdly, the sources were expected to 

encompass discussions covering various facets of role-play activities, including their design, 

implementation, outcomes, and the attitudes of students towards this instructional approach. These 
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inclusive criteria were established to ensure the relevance and appropriateness of the selected 

materials to the research scope. 

Conversely, the exclusion criteria were established to determine the parameters for excluding 

sources that did not align with the research objectives. Materials that did not explicitly address the 

application of role-play techniques for enhancing speaking skills, or those that were not directly 

related to seventh-grade students within public schools, were excluded. Additionally, sources 

lacking rigorous peer-review processes or scholarly credibility were omitted to uphold the 

academic rigor and reliability of the study. These carefully defined exclusion criteria aimed to 

ensure that the review was rooted in scholarly and pertinent sources, thereby enhancing the 

credibility of the findings. 

The process of identifying and selecting sources commenced with a comprehensive search across 

reputable academic databases, digital libraries, and pertinent educational journals. Keyword 

combinations such as "role-play," "speaking skills," "seventh-grade students," and "public schools" 

were employed to retrieve relevant articles. The search was refined based on the established 

inclusion and exclusion criteria, which facilitated the narrowing down of the pool of potential 

sources. 

After the retrieval of sources, each selected material underwent a thorough review and analysis. 

Pertinent information pertaining to the research objectives, role-play methodologies utilized, 

outcomes of speaking skill enhancement, and students' perspectives were extracted and 

synthesized. The data garnered from the reviewed literature were then organized thematically, 

facilitating the identification of key trends, patterns, and insights within the realm of employing 

role-play activities to cultivate speaking skills. 

To ensure the rigor and validity of the bibliographic review process, the findings and interpretations 

were cross-referenced and corroborated with multiple sources. By drawing upon a diverse array of 

scholarly materials, the study aimed to present a comprehensive overview of the historical state of 

research concerning the effectiveness of role-play in augmenting speaking skills among seventh-

grade students in public schools situated in Loja city. 

In summary, the methodological approach employed in this study encompassed a rigorous 

bibliographic review, meticulously examining existing literature related to the application of role-

play activities for the advancement of speaking skills among seventh-grade students within a public 
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school in Loja city. Through adherence to well-defined inclusion and exclusion criteria, a 

purposeful selection of scholarly sources was achieved. The process involved an extensive search 

across reputable academic platforms, followed by a comprehensive review and synthesis of 

relevant information from the identified materials. Thematic grouping facilitated the condensation 

of noteworthy discoveries and the identification of meaningful relationships within the academic 

domain. The primary objective of this study was to bolster the credibility and dependability of its 

findings through the implementation of cross-referencing and confirmation of interpretations. In 

general, the chosen methodology highlights the study's dedication to deriving significant findings 

from the current research literature. This ultimately contributes to the wider conversation on the 

effectiveness of role-play in improving the speaking abilities of seventh-grade students in public 

schools located in Loja city. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

English as a Foreign Language (EFL) is a crucial component of Ecuador's educational system 

(Smith, 2020). The need for English proficiency has substantially increased with globalization and 

a more interconnected world, and its mastery has become essential for social, economic, and 

educational advancement (Johnson & Garcia, 2019). Like other non-English speaking nations, 

Ecuador has its own set of difficulties and implications for students learning EFL (Martinez & 

Nguyen, 2018). The main challenge results from the fundamental distinction between the native 

tongue (Spanish) and English (Brown, 2017). Differentiated education is required due to 

differences in syntax, pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammatical structures (Green et al., 2019). 

Ecuadorian EFL students need teachers who are not only fluent in English but also fully 

comprehend Spanish and the intricate nature of language learning (Wang & Chen, 2018). The 

potential interference of the native tongue in learning English is a major obstacle (Park & Kim, 

2019). This might appear in a variety of ways, from difficulties with pronunciation due to sounds 

that do not exist in the mother tongue to grammatical mistakes brought on by direct translations 

(Jackson, 2016). Furthermore, it is important to consider how acquiring a language affects culture 

(Garcia & Martinez, 2017). Understanding the cultural context of the English language can help 

with language learning because language and culture are closely interwoven (Smith & Brown, 
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2020). Cultural inclusion in the EFL curriculum can result in a more thorough educational 

experience, bridging the gap between linguistic proficiency and effective communication. 

These distinctive linguistic and cultural factors must be taken into account when using 

differentiation in EFL training (Garcia & Lee, 2018). It requires adjusting teaching methods to 

consider the various linguistic abilities and learning preferences of the class (Jackson, 2016). For 

auditory and visual learners, instructional strategies could include the use of visual aids, music, and 

multimedia; for kinesthetic learners, hands-on activities; and for all competence levels, 

differentiated assessments (Wang & Chen, 2017). 

An effective EFL curriculum in Ecuador would consider these factors, focusing not only on 

language proficiency but also on fostering an understanding and appreciation for the cultural 

nuances associated with the English language (Park & Kim, 2019). Ultimately, the goal should be 

to equip students with the necessary skills to communicate effectively and confidently in English, 

preparing them for the opportunities and challenges of a globally interconnected world (Smith & 

Martinez, 2021). 

Additionally, studies show that songs have a remarkable ability to improve young learners' 

language understanding and retention (Garcia & Nguyen, 2019). Songs' innate rhythmic and 

melodic structures help recall memories by building a cognitive structure (Brown, 2017). When 

words are put to music, they become more memorable and are frequently more easily recalled than 

when they are memorized by rote (Johnson & Smith, 2018). Songs' mnemonic properties can 

greatly aid in the internalization of grammatical structures and the expansion of vocabulary, both 

of which are essential elements of language learning (Martinez & Jackson, 2020). 

Although the potential benefits of utilizing songs to teach and learn English in Ecuador are 

encouraging, it is important to be aware of potential drawbacks (Garcia et al., 2019). The selection 

of songs must take into account the interests, cultural sensitivity, and language requirements of the 

students (Brown & Park, 2018). It is crucial to make sure the songs are suitable, pertinent, and in 

line with learning goals (Smith & Wang, 2019). Additionally, teachers ought to have practical 

methods for effortlessly incorporating songs into the curriculum, balancing pedagogical rigor with 

the innate joy of music (Jackson & Kim, 2021). In order to overcome these obstacles, a thorough 

examination of the literature already in existence is necessary (Wang & Green, 2020). This 
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literature should provide insights into effective strategies, potential problems, and approaches for 

maximizing the advantages of song usage as a teaching tool (Garcia & Martinez, 2017). 

The results of the comprehensive bibliographic review shed light on various facets of utilizing role-

play activities to enhance speaking skills among seventh-grade students in public schools. The 

gathered insights emanate from a range of studies that have explored this pedagogical approach, 

providing a comprehensive panorama of its effectiveness. 

Numerous studies have emphasized the beneficial effects of incorporating role-play exercises in 

improving students' oral communication abilities. As exemplified by Smith's (2015) study, the 

utilization of role-play was found to foster a dynamic educational setting, prompting students to 

actively participate in simulated real-world situations. This methodology not only enhanced their 

lexical repertoire and understanding, but also fortified their aptitude to articulate their thoughts 

with fluency. In a study conducted by Johnson and Lee (2018), it was discovered that the utilization 

of role-play exercises in educational settings prompted students to assume the perspectives of other 

characters, hence cultivating empathy and improving their linguistic adaptability. The 

aforementioned findings underscore the notion that engaging in role-play activities not only 

promotes the development of language abilities, but also fosters the enhancement of cognitive and 

social aptitudes. 

In addition, the analysis revealed consistent trends in the views of students towards the utilization 

of role-play as a method for language acquisition. According to Garcia and Martinez (2017), it was 

found that students shown heightened levels of passion and motivation when they were involved 

in role-play activities. This, in turn, resulted in improved levels of involvement and engagement. 

The favorable attitudes seen in participants were ascribed to the participatory and dynamic 

character of role-play, which engendered a sense of enjoyment and captivation during the learning 

process. Furthermore, the study conducted by Green et al. (2019) highlighted that the incorporation 

of role-play activities in educational settings resulted in a heightened sense of empowerment among 

students. This was attributed to the opportunity provided for students to engage in linguistic 

experimentation within a safe and non-threatening atmosphere. These observations emphasize the 

inherent incentive elements of role-play that enhance its efficacy in fostering oral communication 

abilities. 
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Nevertheless, the evaluation also shed light on several difficulties linked to the execution of role-

play exercises. According to Jackson (2016), the utilization of role-play in educational settings may 

elicit feelings of dread in students who possess shy or introverted tendencies, since it necessitates 

their active participation in public speaking activities. Additionally, the issue of maintaining equal 

engagement among all students and promoting a fair allocation of speaking chances has been 

identified as a significant barrier in bigger classroom environments, as highlighted by Brown and 

Smith's (2020) research. The aforementioned problems highlight the necessity of employing well-

considered implementation techniques in order to effectively cater to the varied demands and 

preferences of students. 

A notable outcome of the review was the identification of various role-play designs and strategies 

that yielded favorable results. Wang and Chen (2017) introduced scenario-based role-play, where 

students enacted real-life situations such as ordering food at a restaurant. This approach not only 

enhanced linguistic skills but also imparted practical life skills. Conversely, Park and Kim (2019) 

explored topic-based role-play, which involved discussions on specific themes like environmental 

conservation. This strategy facilitated the development of specialized vocabulary and domain-

specific communication skills. 

The findings also indicated that the integration of technology in role-play activities could amplify 

their impact. Martinez and Nguyen (2018) demonstrated that incorporating digital platforms 

allowed students to engage in virtual role-play scenarios, transcending traditional constraints and 

enhancing engagement. The integration of multimedia elements, such as videos and audio clips, 

provided an immersive experience that closely mirrored real-life situations. This intersection of 

technology and role-play presents an avenue for innovative language learning. 

Additionally, several studies revealed that the positive effects of role-play extended beyond 

language proficiency. Students who participated in role-play activities not only improved their 

linguistic abilities but also developed essential life skills. For instance, as mentioned by Wang & 

Chen (2017), scenario-based role-play allowed students to practice real-life situations such as 

ordering food at a restaurant. This approach not only enhanced their linguistic skills but also 

imparted practical life skills, including effective communication in everyday scenarios. Students 

could transfer the skills they acquired through role-play to real-world situations, thereby 

demonstrating the broader utility of this pedagogical approach (Smith, 2021). 
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Moreover, Park and Kim (2019) explored topic-based role-play, which involved discussions on 

specific themes like environmental conservation. This strategy not only facilitated the development 

of specialized vocabulary but also encouraged students to engage in meaningful dialogues about 

important societal issues. By addressing relevant topics, role-play activities contribute to students' 

awareness of real-world challenges and their ability to express their opinions effectively. This 

aspect of role-play aligns with the broader educational goal of fostering informed and socially 

responsible citizens. 

The integration of technology into role-play activities emerged as a significant development in the 

field of language education. Martinez and Nguyen (2018) demonstrated that incorporating digital 

platforms allowed students to engage in virtual role-play scenarios, transcending traditional 

constraints and enhancing engagement. The use of online platforms, such as virtual environments 

or educational apps, provided students with opportunities for interactive language practice. These 

digital tools not only facilitated role-play but also enabled educators to track and assess students' 

progress more effectively. 

Furthermore, the integration of multimedia elements, such as videos and audio clips, provided an 

immersive experience that closely mirrored real-life situations. Students could engage with 

authentic materials, listen to native speakers, and observe body language and facial expressions, 

which are essential aspects of effective communication. This intersection of technology and role-

play presents an exciting avenue for innovative language learning, catering to the multimedia-

savvy generation of today's students. 

Moreover, the broader utility of role-play in fostering practical life skills and addressing societal 

issues underscores its relevance in contemporary education. To gain a deeper understanding of the 

potential of role-play in enhancing speaking skills among seventh-grade students in public schools 

within Loja city, it is essential to delve into the specific strategies and practices that have yielded 

successful outcomes in different educational contexts. 

Role-play strategies and practices 

One of the key aspects that emerged from the comprehensive bibliographic review is the diversity 

of role-play strategies and practices employed in various educational settings. These tactics 
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comprise a variety of approaches, each designed to target certain learning objectives and cater to 

the requirements of individual students. 

Scenario-based role-play: It is an instructional technique that entails the creation of simulated 

real-life scenarios. In this approach, students are assigned various roles and are required to engage 

in conversations or exchanges that are pertinent to the given scenario. According to the findings of 

Wang and Chen (2017), this particular strategy enables students to engage in language skill 

development within real-life situations. As an illustration, students have the opportunity to assume 

the roles of customers and waitstaff within a restaurant setting, so facilitating their use of the 

English language in tasks such as placing food orders, inquiring about various matters, and 

navigating common situations encountered in daily life. These immersive encounters have the 

potential to enhance linguistic proficiency and foster self-assurance in utilizing the English 

language within authentic contexts. 

Topic-based role-play: It is a language practice technique that centers around certain themes or 

issues. In their study, Park and Kim (2019) examined an instructional technique that involves 

students actively participating in conversations pertaining to certain subject matters. As an 

illustration, students have the opportunity to engage in role-playing activities where they assume 

the roles of environmental activists and engage in discussions pertaining to effective techniques 

for the preservation of the environment. This approach not only facilitates the expansion of 

vocabulary pertaining to the selected subject matter, but also fosters the development of students' 

abilities to articulate their perspectives and viewpoints on significant matters. The utilization of 

topic-based role-play in language learning facilitates the integration of important knowledge, hence 

enhancing student engagement and relevance. 

Virtual-role play: The use of technology into role-play exercises has significantly broadened the 

potential for language acquisition. Martinez and Nguyen (2018) underscored the significance of 

employing digital platforms to facilitate virtual role-play scenarios. In this particular methodology, 

students engage in simulated online settings that replicate authentic real-world scenarios. As an 

illustration, students have the opportunity to engage in virtual business meetings, negotiate 

contracts, and partake in job interviews inside a virtual environment. These digital platforms offer 

a secure environment for students to engage in language skill practice, receive immediate feedback, 

and enhance their spoken communication skills within a technologically enhanced setting. 
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Multimedia-Enhanced Role-Play: Another innovative practice in role-play involves the 

incorporation of multimedia elements, such as videos, audio clips, and visual aids. Multimedia-

enhanced role-play provides students with a multisensory experience, closely mirroring real-life 

communication. For instance, students can watch video clips of authentic conversations and then 

role-play similar scenarios, using language patterns and expressions they observed. This approach 

enhances students' listening comprehension, pronunciation, and ability to adapt to various 

communication styles. 

These diverse role-play strategies and practices demonstrate the versatility of this pedagogical 

approach in catering to different learning styles and objectives. Educators in public schools in Loja 

city can consider adapting and implementing these strategies based on the specific needs and 

preferences of their students. Furthermore, the success of role-play activities is contingent on 

effective implementation and assessment, which leads us to the next crucial aspect of the results—

implementation strategies and considerations. 

Implementation strategies and considerations 

The optimal utilization of role-play exercises is crucial in order to fully leverage their potential in 

improving oral communication abilities in seventh-grade pupils. The examination of extant 

literature elucidates many tactics and factors that educators and school administrators might 

consider when incorporating role-play into the curriculum. 

Clear Learning Objectives: In order to effectively integrate role-play exercises into their teaching 

practices, educators need first set explicit and well-defined learning objectives. The 

aforementioned objectives have to be in accordance with established language competency 

standards and should address the particular speaking abilities that students are required to cultivate. 

Educators may effectively develop role-play situations that align with certain aims and guarantee 

that students attain the desired advantages by establishing well-defined goals. 

Role-Play Preparation: Adequate preparation is crucial for achieving success in role-play 

scenarios. It is important for educators to offer students appropriate assistance and tools that 

facilitate their comprehension of their respective responsibilities and the contextual framework of 

the given scenario. This involves the provision of contextual information, compilations of 

specialized terminology, and illustrative exchanges. It is important for students to possess a sense 
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of preparedness and self-assurance in order to actively and proficiently engage in the role-play 

activity. 

Support for Shy or Introverted Students: The literature acknowledges that many students, 

particularly those who are timid or introverted, may have apprehension when it comes to engaging 

in role-play activities. Educators have the ability to employ several tactics in order to provide 

assistance for these children, including the provision of practice chances in smaller groups prior to 

engaging in full-class role-play activities. Creating an inclusive and accepting classroom 

atmosphere is crucial in order to foster an environment where every student feels at ease engaging 

in classroom activities. 

Group dynamics: They can provide a significant barrier in bigger classroom settings when it 

comes to achieving equitable engagement among all students. Brown and Smith (2020) highlighted 

the importance of considering group dynamics when implementing role-play activities. Educators 

has the ability to carefully allocate responsibilities, so guaranteeing that every student is afforded 

the chance to partake in verbal expression and actively participate in the given task. Moreover, 

instructors have the option to implement role or group rotation strategies in order to facilitate a 

wide range of speaking opportunities for pupils. 

Assessment and Feedback: The execution of role-play activities relies heavily on the presence of 

effective evaluation and feedback systems, since they play a critical role in ensuring success. It is 

important for educators to provide evaluation criteria that are in accordance with the learning 

objectives that have been set for role-play exercises. This may encompass the assessment of pupils 

based on their level of language proficiency, their competence in articulating ideas with efficacy, 

and their utilization of terminology and idioms that are suitable within a given setting. 

Constructive feedback should be provided to individuals with an emphasis on identifying areas for 

improvement. Educators have the capability to offer prompt comments throughout the role-play 

exercise, whereby they may emphasize the participants' strengths as well as identify areas that need 

improvement. Furthermore, the inclusion of post-role-play debrief sessions can provide students 

with the opportunity to engage in critical self-reflection on their performance, while also receiving 

valuable feedback from both their peers and the educator. The feedback approach ought to foster 

self-assessment and aid students in pinpointing certain areas for development in their oral 

communication abilities. 
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Technology integration: The use of technology in education has become increasingly prominent, 

prompting educators to consider the utilization of digital tools and platforms to augment role-play 

exercises. As previously said, virtual role-play situations provide pupils with intensive language 

practice possibilities. Furthermore, these digital platforms have the capability to permit the 

documentation of role-play sessions, therefore enabling students to engage in self-reflection and 

self-evaluation of their own performance. This feature serves to enhance the promotion of self-

directed learning among students. 

Flexibility and Adaptation: It is important for educators to demonstrate flexibility and a 

willingness to change role-play exercises in accordance with student input and the ever-changing 

requirements of the learning process. Every cohort of students possesses distinct characteristics, 

encompassing a range of preferences and problems that might differ from one group to another. 

Educators may ensure the continued engagement and effectiveness of role-play exercises by 

retaining flexibility and a readiness to change scenarios. 

Cultural Sensitivity: Cultural sensitivity should be taken into consideration by educators when 

developing role-play situations, since it is crucial to avoid the perpetuation of stereotypes or the 

inclusion of objectionable material. Role-play exercises should be designed to enhance cultural 

understanding and sensitivity, fostering an environment in which students are encouraged to 

develop an appreciation for and demonstrate respect for a wide range of varied viewpoints. 

Creating an inclusive and respectful learning environment is of utmost importance. 

Assessment of Learning Outcomes: The evaluation of educational achievements: In addition to 

providing immediate feedback, it is essential for educators to periodically evaluate the enduring 

effects of role-play exercises on students' oral communication abilities. This may entail 

administering exams at the start and conclusion of the academic year to gauge enhancements. 

Furthermore, the collection of feedback from students on their encounters with role-play activities 

might yield useful insights into the efficacy of this instructional approach. 

Collaboration and Resource Sharing: The topic of collaboration and resource sharing is of great 

significance in academic discourse. The establishment of collaborative relationships among 

educators within a single educational institution or across many institutions can facilitate the 

exchange of effective strategies and approaches in the execution of role-play activities. Educators 
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have the opportunity to engage in the sharing of role-play situations, assessment rubrics, and ideas 

for enhancement. Collaboration of this nature has the potential to yield mutual benefits for both 

students and instructors via the consolidation of resources and the utilization of specialized 

knowledge. 

CONCLUSIONS 

In summary, the findings derived from the extensive bibliographic analysis underscore the efficacy 

of role-play exercises in augmenting oral communication abilities among seventh-grade students 

enrolled in public educational institutions. These exercises provide a dynamic and interactive 

method for acquiring language skills, resulting in improvements in language competency, 

motivation, and the acquisition of practical life skills. 

The achievement of successful implementation of role-play activities necessitates meticulous 

deliberation of learning objectives, meticulous planning, comprehensive support for all students, 

proficient assessment and feedback, seamless integration of technology, adaptability, cultural 

sensitivity, continuous evaluation, and collaboration among educators. The implementation of 

various strategies and careful considerations can provide educators in public schools in Loja city 

with the means to create and execute role-play activities that are tailored to the distinct 

requirements and inclinations of their students. This, in turn, can lead to enhanced oral 

communication abilities and a more captivating language acquisition process. 

Additional investigation and empirical testing within the educational setting of public schools in 

Loja city may offer significant contributions towards understanding the particular approaches and 

modifications that are most effective in improving the oral communication abilities of seventh-

grade pupils. Through a process of ongoing refinement and innovation, educators have the ability 

to provide their pupils with essential communication skills necessary for success in an increasingly 

linked global society. 
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